
The Greater Los Angeles 
Region of California

Community Colleges has 
the career training you 

need to succeed in these 
high growth industries

HEALTH

ADVANCED
MANUFACTURING

AGRICULTURE, WATER 
AND ENVIRONMENTAL 

TECHNOLOGIES

TRANSPORTATION  
AND LOGISTICS

BUSINESS AND
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

ENERGY, CONSTRUCTION
AND UTILITIES

GLOBAL TRADE

RETAIL, HOSPITALITY 
AND TOURISM

BIOSCIENCE

INFORMATION AND
COMMUNICATION
TECHNOLOGIES/ 
DIGITAL MEDIA

YOUR FIRST CHOICE
FOR A BETTER 

FUTURE
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HELPING
STUDENTS

REACH THEIR
GOALS

Depending on which 
field, career or position a 
student pursues, they can 
achieve their professional 
goals by completing one 
of these programs at their 
local community college:

CERTIFICATE PROGRAM
Provides industry-
recognized skills and 
experience. Can require 
as few as 18 units and be 
completed in as soon as 
two semesters.

ASSOCIATE DEGREE
Obtained by completing 
general education 
requirements and a 
minimum of 18 semester 
units for a major. Allows 
graduates with Associate 
in Arts (AA) or Associate in 
Science (AS) degrees to 
enter directly into the 
workforce, often with 
higher financial benefits.

ASSOCIATE DEGREE
FOR TRANSFER
A specific type of degree 
that guarantees priority 
admission to California 
State University and 
University of California 
systems. Also allows 
students to complete 
fewer units in a CSU or UC 
baccalaureate program to 
earn their bachelor’s degree.

SKILLS BUILDER  
PROGRAM
Caters to people in the 
workforce but looking to 
advance their career or 
change industries. 
Typically part-time and 
connects students with 
specific courses needed  
for advancement.

With enrollment fees at only $46 per unit, California 
Community Colleges are the state’s most cost-effective 
and affordable system of  education. Our schools also 
offer a variety of  financial aid options, making education 
accessible. Grants and scholarships are available to 
qualifying students to help them pay for college without 
having to pay anything back. Work-study programs are 
also offered, allowing students to work in exchange for 
college funds.

Mrizek said the faculty’s primary focus is to help students 
identify their career paths early on, providing guidance 
and support along the way.

“Education isn’t one-size-fits-all. We have the means to 
make meaningful and tailored [career] path opportunities,” 
Mrizek said. “We’re making our systems reflective and 
responsive to meet students where they are to help them 
get through the process much easier.”

Whether you’re a first-time student, returning student 
or have been attending college for a while, California 
Community Colleges of  the Greater Los Angeles Region 
have opportunities and support systems in place to help 
you succeed.

When it comes to career development, each 
person’s path is different. Sometimes, it’s 
a ladder with clear steps. Other times, that 

path can be more of  a lattice with steps that seem too 
complicated to navigate. Luckily, there is a way to easily 
and quickly build skills and boost income in the Greater 
Los Angeles Region — California Community Colleges. 

California Community Colleges take pride in catering to 
these unique journeys and provide an array of  education 
offerings, course formats and schedules to meet the 
needs of  every student.

“Community colleges are great for folks who don’t have 
a clear pathway in mind,” said Jeffrey Mrizek, Dean of  
Effective Practices at California Community Colleges 
Chancellor’s Office. “It’s an affordable way to explore 
different options.”

Community colleges also offer more than a pathway to 
something greater, Mrizek said. With associate degrees 
and shortterm job training certificates in more than 175 
fields, California Community Colleges are the largest 
provider of  workforce training in the nation.

“We’re serving people for many different purposes — 
whether they’re looking to upscale their careers, start new 
careers or to pursue lifelong learning,” Mrizek said.

Since classes are offered throughout the day, late in the 
evenings and in some cases, on the weekends, anyone 
— no matter their situation — is sure to find courses to 
suit their schedule and career goals. Plus, California 
Community Colleges lead the way in distance education, 
giving students an education without requiring them to 
be physically present in the classroom. Not only are 14 
percent of  classes available via web, television and video 
conferencing, nearly half  of  all California Community 
Colleges offer certificates and degrees that can be completed 
without ever stepping foot on campus.

California Community Colleges
of the Greater Los Angeles
Region provide critical tools  
for student success

B Y  B R I T TA N Y  W E S E LY

A STUDENT’S

BEST
CHOICE

“EDUCATION ISN’T 
ONESIZE-FITS-ALL.  

WE HAVE THE MEANS TO 
MAKE MEANINGFUL AND 
TAILORED [CAREER] PATH 

OPPORTUNITIES.”

Jeffrey Mrizek
Dean of Effective Practices, California Community
Colleges Chancellor’s Office

EXPLORE IN-DEMAND CAREERS AND FIND ONES THAT ALIGN TO YOUR GOALS AT WWW.CALIFORNIACAREEREDUCATION.ORG
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