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Informing Regional Conversations with 
Labor Market Information

Centers of Excellence
for Labor Market Research

Data to Inform 
Statement of Need

vRegional Demographics

vCurrent Labor Market 

vIndustry Sector Data

vResources
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Demographics and Labor Market Information

What is Labor Market Information?
LMI mostly refers to…

• Data about industry and occupations

• Industry data is employment counts, estimates of 
future jobs, average salaries…

• Occupational data is count of workers, estimates of 
future jobs, average/percentile wages, typical industry 
employers (types of industries that employ the 
occupation)…
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Defining Middle-Skill Jobs
Middle-Skill Jobs include: 
-All occupations that require an educational requirement of some college, 
associate degree or apprenticeship;
-All occupations that require a bachelor’s degree, but also have more than 
one-third of their existing labor force with an educational attainment of 
some college or associate degree; or 
-All occupations that require a high school diploma or equivalent or no 
formal education, but also require short- to long-term on-the-job training 
where multiple community colleges have existing programs. 

Above-Middle-Skill jobs include 
occupations that require an 
educational attainment of a 
bachelor’s degree or higher 
(excluding those in the middle-skills 
jobs category).

Below-Middle-Skill jobs require an 
educational attainment of a high 
school diploma or less. 

Microregional Population Demographics

2018 
Population

2023 
Population

% Change

Northern Los 
Angeles

670,362 670,379 0%

San Luis Obispo 
County

285,431 292,057 2%

Santa Barbara 
County

451,611 462,114 2%

Ventura County 858,385 873,035 2%
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Why Respond to Labor Market Demand?

In 2018, there were over 980,000 jobs in the 
South Central Coast Region.

Jobs have grown by approximately 60,000
over the last five years across the region. 

Regional Middle Skill Openings – New and 
Replacement - 198,814.

What is Labor Market Information?
LMI mostly refers to…

• Data about industry and occupations

• Industry data is employment counts, estimates of 
future jobs, average salaries…

• Occupational data is count of workers, estimates of 
future jobs, average/percentile wages, typical industry 
employers (types of industries that employ the 
occupation)…
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Defining Middle-Skill Jobs
Middle-Skill Jobs include: 
-All occupations that require an educational requirement of some college, 
associate degree or apprenticeship;
-All occupations that require a bachelor’s degree, but also have more than 
one-third of their existing labor force with an educational attainment of 
some college or associate degree; or 
-All occupations that require a high school diploma or equivalent or no 
formal education, but also require short- to long-term on-the-job training 
where multiple community colleges have existing programs. 

Above-Middle-Skill jobs include 
occupations that require an 
educational attainment of a 
bachelor’s degree or higher 
(excluding those in the middle-skills 
jobs category).

Below-Middle-Skill jobs require an 
educational attainment of a high 
school diploma or less. 

Industry Data
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• California Department of 
EducationCCCCO

• Agriculture and Natural Resources Agriculture, Water & 
Environmental Technologies

• Manufacturing and Product DevelopmentAdvanced Manufacturing

• TransportationAdvanced Transportation 
& Logistics 

• Business and Finance 
• Marketing, Sales, and Service

Business & 
Entrepreneurship

• Education, Child Development, & Family 
Services 

Education & Human 
Development

• Engineering and Architecture
• Energy, Environment, and Utilities

• Building and Construction Trades 

Energy, Construction & 
Utilities

• California Department of 
EducationCCCCO

• Health Science and Medical TechnologyHealth

• Information & Communication Technologies
• Arts, Media, Entertainment

ICT/Digital Media

• Public ServicesPublic Safety Career 
Cluster

• Hospitality, Tourism, and Recreation 
• Fashion and Interior Design

Retail/Hospitality/Tourism 
‘Learn and Earn’
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Sample of Available Industry Data
Largest Industries in Region

Industry 2018 Jobs
Government 159,856
Health Care and Social Assistance 121,989
Retail Trade 105,734
Accommodation and Food Services 97,160
Manufacturing 63,091
Construction 59,042
Agriculture, Forestry, Fishing and Hunting 56,987
Professional, Scientific, and Technical Services 56,813
Administrative and Support and Waste Management and Remediation Services 52,716
Other Services (except Public Administration) 46,112
Wholesale Trade 27,600
Educational Services 25,923
Finance and Insurance 24,640
Transportation and Warehousing 19,068
Arts, Entertainment, and Recreation 19,059
Real Estate and Rental and Leasing 16,292
Information 14,137
Management of Companies and Enterprises 11,039
Utilities 3,506
Mining, Quarrying, and Oil and Gas Extraction 2,094



9/30/19

8

The Regional 
Plan 
provides…

• Industry Sector 
Overview

• Occupational 
Analysis
• Top Middle-Skill 

Jobs by Sector 
• Projected Growth 

and Openings 

• Regional Program 
Information 

COE Skills Analysis
• Top Skills by Industry
• Job Posting Analysis 

Industry Sector Skills Job Postings

Manufacturing 12,843

Project Management 1,901

Scheduling 1,773

Budgeting 1,565

Repair 1,163

Biotechnology 1,060

Quality Assurance and Control 1,039

Customer Service 1,031

SAP 995

Manufacturing Processes 895

Sales 855
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• Top Skills by Industry
• Job Posting Analysis 

SAMPLE

Industry 
Sector 

Profiles

LMI Resources
• Contact COE for Regional LMI Reports

• Federal Bureau of Labor Statistics

• O*NET (occupation data) 
• KSAs (Knowledge, Skills, Abilities)
• Emerging occupations 
• alternative job titles

• State
– EDD LMID

• Local occupations & industry data
• 3rd Friday
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Adele Hermann, Ph.D.
Director

South Central Coast
Center of Excellence for Labor Market Research

ahermann@vcccd.edu
www.coeccc.net

mailto:michael.goss@chaffey.edu
http://www.coeccc.net/

