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Defining Middle-Skill Jobs

Middle-Skill Jobs include: 
-All occupations that require an educational requirement of some college, 
associate degree or apprenticeship;
-All occupations that require a bachelor’s degree, but also have more than 
one-third of their existing labor force with an educational attainment of 
some college or associate degree; or 
-All occupations that require a high school diploma or equivalent or no 
formal education, but also require short- to long-term on-the-job training 
where multiple community colleges have existing programs. 

Above-Middle-Skill jobs include 
occupations that require an 
educational attainment of a 
bachelor’s degree or higher 
(excluding those in the middle-skills 
jobs category).

Below-Middle-Skill jobs require an 
educational attainment of a high 
school diploma or less. 



Jobs Analysis 
Community College Middle-Skill Gap Analysis
South Central Coast Region

Full Reports Available: http://www.coeccc.net/region/SouthCentral.aspx



Middle-Skill Gap Analysis 
South Central Coast Region

Full Reports Available: http://www.coeccc.net/region/SouthCentral.aspx



Why Respond to Labor Market Demand?

In 2019, there were approximately 140,000
jobs in San Luis Obispo County.

Jobs have grown by approximately 10,440
over the last five years across the county. 

Jobs increased by 8.1% over last five years vs 
national growth rate of 7.6%.



Why Respond to Labor Market Demand?

In 2019, there were over 235,000 jobs in 
Santa Barbara County.

Jobs have grown by approximately 14,000
over the last five years across the county. 

Jobs increased by 6.3% over last five years vs 
national growth rate of 7.6%.



San Luis Obispo County Population Characteristics

Source: Emsi – San Luis Obispo County Economy Overview



Santa Barbara County Population Characteristics

Source: Emsi – Santa Barbara County Economy Overview



Industry Sector Data







Fast Facts – Advanced Manufacturing
San Luis Obispo County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

8,410
People employed Cuesta College

78% - Male
20% - Female

741
Students Enrolled

60% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$70,122
Average earnings per job

63% 
Completers employed 

within a year

22% 
First-generation

+45%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

15% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Advanced Manufacturing
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

13,467
People employed Allan Hancock College

86% - Male
13% - Female

575
Students Enrolled

85% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$94,803
Average earnings per job

65% 
Completers employed 

within a year

40% 
First-generation

+41%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

20% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Advanced Manufacturing
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

13,467
People employed

Santa Barbara City 
College

64% - Male
36% - Female

263
Students Enrolled

85% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$94,803
Average earnings per job

42% 
Completers employed 

within a year

20% 
First-generation

N/A
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

6% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard





Fast Facts – Advanced Transportation and Logistics
San Luis Obispo County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

2,226
People employed Cuesta College

88% - Male
11% - Female

193
Students Enrolled

70% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$57,595
Average earnings per job

67% 
Completers employed 

within a year

36% 
First-generation

+111%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

17% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Advanced Transportation and Logistics
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

3,661
People employed Allan Hancock College

92% - Male
8% - Female

350
Students Enrolled

93% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$60,277
Average earnings per job

69% 
Completers employed 

within a year

48% 
First-generation

+97%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

16% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Advanced Transportation and Logistics
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

3,661
People employed

Santa Barbara City 
College

90% - Male
7% - Female

265
Students Enrolled

89% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$60,277
Average earnings per job

63% 
Completers employed 

within a year

35% 
First-generation

+52%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

13% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard





Fast Facts 
Agriculture, Water and Environmental Technologies 
San Luis Obispo County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

5,429
People employed Cuesta College 

55% - Male
45% - Female

183
Students Enrolled

61% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$45,724
Average earnings per job

51% 
Completers employed 

after a year

15% 
First-generation

N/A
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

6% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts 
Agriculture, Water and Environmental Technologies 
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

26,156
People employed Allan Hancock College

63% - Male
37% - Female

723
Students Enrolled

77% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$46,936
Average earnings per job

67% 
Completers employed 

after a year

33% 
First-generation

+22%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

26% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts 
Agriculture, Water and Environmental Technologies 
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

26,156
People employed Santa Barbara City 

College

56% - Male
43% - Female

183
Students Enrolled

86% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$46,936
Average earnings per job

56% 
Completers employed 

after a year

14% 
First-generation

+11%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

17% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard







Fast Facts – Business & Entrepreneurship
San Luis Obispo County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

5,656
People employed Cuesta College

49% - Male
50% - Female

1,509
Students Enrolled

73% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$82,860
Average earnings per job

69% 
Completers employed 

after a year

25% 
First-generation

+59%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

10% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Business & Entrepreneurship
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

11,486
People employed Allan Hancock College

42% - Male
57% - Female

1,450
Students Enrolled

89% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$102,157
Average earnings per job

71% 
Completers employed 

after a year

39% 
First-generation

+41%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

11% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Business & Entrepreneurship
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

11,486
People employed Santa Barbara City 

College 

51% - Male
47% - Female

3,800
Students Enrolled

84% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$102,157
Average earnings per job

48% 
Completers employed 

within a year

24% 
First-generation

+36%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

12% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard





Fast Facts – Energy, Construction and Utilities
San Luis Obispo County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

12,913
People employed Cuesta College

85% - Male
14% - Female

378
Students Enrolled

70% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$104,503
Average earnings per job

71% 
Completers employed 

within a year

25% 
First-generation

+46%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

11% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Energy, Construction and Utilities
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

12,871
People employed Allan Hancock College

84% - Male
15% - Female

105
Students Enrolled

70% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$70,382
Average earnings per job

65% 
Completers employed 

within a year

43% 
First-generation

+96%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

24% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Energy, Construction and Utilities
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

12,871
People employed

Santa Barbara City 
College

69% - Male
29% - Female

415
Students Enrolled

87% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$70,382
Average earnings per job

56% 
Completers employed 

within a year

23% 
First-generation

+32%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

18% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard





Fast Facts – Global Trade
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

5,279
People employed

Santa Barbara City 
College

51% - Male
48% - Female

266
Students Enrolled

84% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$92,237
Average earnings per job

32% 
Completers employed 

within a year

20% 
First-generation

N/A
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

18% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard







Fast Facts – Health
San Luis Obispo County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

16,021
People employed Cuesta College

39% - Male
60% - Female

1,897
Students Enrolled

78% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$60,660
Average earnings per job

69% 
Completers employed 

within a year

30% 
First-generation

+70%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

10% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Health
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

26,460
People employed Allan Hancock College

34% - Male
65% - Female

1,457
Students Enrolled

91% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$69,689
Average earnings per job

75% 
Completers employed 

within a year

41% 
First-generation

+102%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

9% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Health
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

26,460
People employed

Santa Barbara City 
College

23% - Male
75% - Female

2,962
Students Enrolled

88% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$69,689
Average earnings per job

72% 
Completers employed 

within a year

33% 
First-generation

+25%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

15% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard





Fast Facts – Information and Communication Technologies - Digital Media
San Luis Obispo County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

1,452
People employed Cuesta College

54% - Male
45% - Female

1,412
Students Enrolled

70% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$100,570
Average earnings per job

61% 
Completers employed 

within a year

23% 
First-generation

+49%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

10% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Information and Communication Technologies - Digital Media
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

4,323
People employed Allan Hancock College

40% - Male
59% - Female

2,354
Students Enrolled

85% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$106,062
Average earnings per job

58% 
Completers employed 

within a year

40% 
First-generation

+38%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

9% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Information and Communication Technologies - Digital Media
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

4,323
People employed

Santa Barbara City 
College

56% - Male
42% - Female

3,378
Students Enrolled

83% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$106,062
Average earnings per job

49% 
Completers employed 

within a year

22% 
First-generation

+33%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

11% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard







Fast Facts – Education and Human Development
San Luis Obispo County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

5,437
People employed Cuesta College

24% - Male
75% - Female

1,450
Students Enrolled

79% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$22,791
Average earnings per job

71% 
Completers employed 

within a year

30% 
First-generation

+64%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

12% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Education and Human Development
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

5,322
People employed Allan Hancock College

25% - Male
75% - Female

1,356
Students Enrolled

71% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$38,797
Average earnings per job

45% 
Completers employed 

within a year

32% 
First-generation

+73%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

12% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Education and Human Development
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

5,322
People employed

Santa Barbara City 
College

24% - Male
74% - Female

1,221
Students Enrolled

79% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$38,797
Average earnings per job

48% 
Completers employed 

within a year

24% 
First-generation

+34%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

13% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard





Fast Facts – Government/Public Safety
San Luis Obispo County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

29,240
People employed Cuesta College

57% - Male
42% - Female

290
Students Enrolled

71% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$76,001
Average earnings per job

73% 
Completers employed 

within a year

28% 
First-generation

+51%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

7% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Government/Public Safety
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

42,464
People employed Allan Hancock College

74% - Male
24% - Female

1,933
Students Enrolled

71% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$95,132
Average earnings per job

78% 
Completers employed 

within a year

39% 
First-generation

+44%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

34% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Government/Public Safety
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

42,464
People employed

Santa Barbara City 
College

37% - Male
61% - Female

864
Students Enrolled

84% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$95,132
Average earnings per job

54% 
Completers employed 

within a year

28% 
First-generation

+94%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

10% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard





Fast Facts – Retail, Hospitality and Tourism
San Luis Obispo County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

35,951
People employed Cuesta College

88% - Male
12% - Female

81
Students Enrolled

98% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$32,448
Average earnings per job

21% 
Completers employed 

within a year

39% 
First-generation

N/A%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

22% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Retail, Hospitality and Tourism
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

49,638
People employed Allan Hancock College

10% - Male
90% - Female

497
Students Enrolled

70% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$34,877
Average earnings per job

47% 
Completers employed 

within a year

39% 
First-generation

+13%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

8% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Fast Facts – Retail, Hospitality and Tourism
Santa Barbara County

Employment Community College Student 
Demographics

49,638
People employed

Santa Barbara City 
College

47% - Male
52% - Female

345
Students Enrolled

87% 
Economically 

Disadvantaged

$34,877
Average earnings per job

51% 
Completers employed 

within a year

22% 
First-generation

+61%
Median change in 

earnings upon completion

14% 
Skill-builders

Source: Cal-PASS Plus - Launchboard



Adele Hermann, Ph.D.
Director

South Central Coast
Center of Excellence for Labor Market Research

ahermann@vcccd.edu
www.coeccc.net

http://www.coeccc.net/region/SouthCentral.aspx

COE Reports for the South Central Coast Region,
including Sector Gap Analysis Reports: 

mailto:michael.goss@chaffey.edu
http://www.coeccc.net/

